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In 1944, the City of Hickory suffered one of the country's worst polio outbreaks. Community members joined forces,
and in just 54 hours, they built a hospital to care for those who had taken ill with this dreadful disease.  
 
What became known as “The Miracle of Hickory,” sick children from throughout North Carolina and surrounding states,
were admitted to the hospital in Hickory, a hospital with one of the lowest mortality rates in the country. Hickory worked
hard to save the children.
 
Now, 75 years later, many of the children who attend Hickory Public Schools, are studying the history of their hometown,
discovering the significance of this celebrated anniversary.  Elementary classrooms have included the book, Blue, in
literacy studies. Written by Joyce Moyer Hostetter, the story tells a young girl’s journey as she battles polio in her
hometown of Hickory.
 
So when local Rotarian, Cliff Moone, approached Hickory Public Schools about conducting a “pennies war” to help raise
funds in support of Rotary's global effort to eradicate polio, the district response was positive.  The entire district
participated, with the nine schools collecting a total of $1,600.81 in pennies.

 
The students at Hickory Career & Arts Magnet High School (HCAM), a relatively small magnet high school with
enrollment of 168 students, pulled their resources together—to donate the largest amount of pennies, representing the
district. The HCAM students contributed $380.92 for Rotary’s Global Polio Eradication Project. HCAM, a school that
actively participates in community projects, is becoming well-known for being a small school with a big heart.  
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 (L-R, ABOVE) FRONT ROW: JAMARI DIXON, SKYLAIR PANNELL, CLIFF

MOONE, EDEN JOHNS, JAKAYRA ROBINSON; BACK ROW: ERIC PURYEAR, TRACY

REESE.  (RIGHT)  MOONE RECOGNIZES DR. WHITESIDE, ERIC PURYEAR & JEFF

HODAKOWSKI FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP WITH THE PENNIES CAMPAIGN.

ERADICATING
POLIO

HPS Gives to “Pennies
for Polio” Project



SCENES
@ HPS

BEHIND  THE
"Hop on the Bus"
Tour of the CTE

programs at HPS!
Special guests visited the

Career Technical Education
programs offered between

Hickory Career & Arts
Magnet High (HCAM) and

Hickory High. 
Informative and exciting!
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HPS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
HOSTS DISTRICT  7
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Dr. Bryan Graham, chair of the HPS Board of Education, along with the full
HPS Board, hosted "District 7" -- a training conference for 14 school

districts in western NC. Thank you to all those who assisted with
preparations and especially to the community partners who donated gifts
for the guests and to the HHS students who participated in the program.



Above: Leadership 2000 graduating
students, led by Sandi Fotheringham (far right)
and Blair Tate (far left) were recognized in 2019
by Mayor Hank Guess.

HCAM SHOWCASE:
Left/Below: HPS Superintendent, Dr. Adell, congrats

Jackie Finley, theatre teacher, for a great showcase at
HCAM! All departments were involved involved in the
evening event, including visual arts, culinary, graphic

design, earth science, and more! Thanks to several special
guests, including Mr. & Mrs. Mick Berry (Mick Berry is the

Catawba County Manager)

6



Hickory High and
Northview Middle

Performed for Catawba
County United Way

Anniversary
Celebration --

Talented Musicians!

Each month,
representatives
of the HPS Board
of Education (and

reps from the
admin office) visit

one of our nine
schools--and

enjoy lunch with
the students!
The assorted 

photos represent
visits to

Southwest
Primary and
Northview

Middle.
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Board of
Education

School Visits!



Congratulations to Retired
Board Member, Margaret Pope
Margaret Pope, center, holding her award
"The Order of the Long Leaf Pine.  She was
honored last December for her service on the
HPS Board of Education.
Board members, HPS team, family, city
officials, church members and friends--all
gathered for the wonderful celebration!
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Special Athletic Recognitions!
(Left) Olivia Pisel and Sebastian Parrish were recognized last December
during the Panthers’ game in Charlotte! Pisel and Parrish are recipients
of the 2019 Carolina Panthers Community Captain Award based on
their outstanding performance, not only as athletes, but also as leaders
who excel in the classroom and in the community. As part of the
program, a $500 donation was made in honor of each of the students,
with the $1,000 contributed to the athletic department at Hickory High.

 
Athletic College/University Signings 

(L-R below):
 Anna Fleenor, golf-Wake Technical Community College; Ayden Vaughan, soccer-Catawba College; Susan Smaligo,

swimming-Lenoir-Rhyne University; Shelby Darden, basketball-Belmont Abbey College; Izzi Wood, soccer-Appalachian
State University; Peyton Winkler, soccer-Mars Hill University; Grayson Lineberger, football-Lenoir-Rhyne University;
Sebastian Parrish, lacrosse-Belmont Abbey College; Malakei Sumner, football-Lenoir-Rhyne University; Drew Daniels,
lacrosse-Queens University. (Two scheduled to sign this summer:  Ha'Mouri Joyner-McCorkle and Hector Diaz.)
Bottom photos: HHS COACHES CELEBRATE WINS! (L) Head Coach for Women's Basketball, Barbara Helms, and her
team, celebrate the 450th win for Coach Helms; 275th win for Head Football Coach, Russell Stone's recognition plaque; (R)
Head Coach for Men's Basketball, Andy Poplin, and his team celebrate the 350th win for Coach Poplin. 
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JACOB'S STORY: “I am more than
what people see.”

 
At age five, Jacob Elliott was diagnosed with Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and Oppositional Defiant
Disorder (ODD). Five years later, following a full battery of
tests performed by a psychologist, Jacob was correctly
diagnosed with Autism. While Jacob’s first years of life showed
some delays in learning, behavioral concerns, and temper
tantrums, it was the next few years that would bring him the
greatest challenges.
 
Now a rising senior at Hickory Career and Arts Magnet High
School, Jacob, 18, wants to tell his story. His passion for
helping other young people who face similar obstacles is
very real. To read Jacob's full story, click here or visit:
www.hickoryschools.net
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GIFT OF WARMTH!
 

The Hickory Firefighters' Association 
surprised children at Southwest
Primary School and Jenkins
Elementary School with the "Gift of
Warmth" just before the winter,
holiday break. (L- Southwest )

In operation since 2014, Inspired Learning serves the students of Hickory Public
Schools and is funded by a 21st Century Community Learning Center Grant.
Free to HPS students enrolled in second grade through the senior year of high
school, the program serves nearly 400 students at all four learning sites.

CELEBRATING INSPIRED LEARNING!
Recognized  by the Board of Education
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GREAT NEWS!
We are delighted to see Nariah
following her successful fight

against cancer! (Seen here with her
teacher, Caroline Walker, below:)

http://www.hickoryschools.net/departments/communications/what_s_new__/j_a_c_o_b__s_s_t_o_r_y____i_am_more_than_what_peop


love and joy
 

Thank you to the students and staff of Hickory
Career & Arts Magnet High for bringing

awareness to Breast Cancer! We are thankful for
your active pursuit to educate and support our

community!

Celebrating all the
school winners for
the annual Holiday

Card Artwork
Competition!

We sure do
appreciate our HPS

Book Bus Team!
(L-R) Tina Connelly  ,
Jordan Caldwell, and

Emily Teague.
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL!

(Left): Taking his oath of

office, Mike Heard, joined

by his sister, was sworn in

as the newest member of

the HPS Board of

Education.

Below, left: Amy Monroe
and Dr. Bryan Graham
(chair) take their oath of

office as they are sworn-in

for another term.

 

Other BOE members

include Vice Chair, Ittiely
Carson, James Brinkley,

Beth Meadlock, and 
Sarah Temple.

 

 

Congratulations to Longview
Principal, Judy Jolly and her

staff & students for achieving a  
School Performance Grade

(SPG) of a "B" for two
consecutive years! 

 Outstanding!
 

(L-R) Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Whiteside,
presents to Judy Jolly.

Those Longview Lions know how to ROAR!
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The HPS School Resource Officers (SROs) make a dynamic team--
and we are thankful!

(Left) Enthusiasm from the Northview
Middle School administrative team on the

first day of school! 
 

(Below) What would we do without our
Bus Drivers? We are truly thankful for

their dedication in keeping our 
children safe!

Thank you, Renric Pope, tranportation coordinator, and team!
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Thank you to the Kiwanis Club
for the annual gift of the

dictionaries for all HPS third
grade students! 

These happy students are from
Jenkins Elementary!

The Board of Education recognizes several
members of the HPS Family during the school

year. A sample of the recognitions includes 
 (left and below): HCAM BETA Club state

winners, Elks Club Hoop state winner, Principal
Recognition/School Achievement,  National

Board Certified Teachers, and National BETA
Club winner from Longview Elementary.

BOE RECOGNITIONS

14



Congrats to all HHS students inducted into
the National Honor Society!

Random & Fun Memories
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Do you recognize anyone? 
We treasure these HPS faces!
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TORNADO FACES

17 



 HCAM            HAPPENINGS
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Just a few of our HPS family members

who have helped the HPS 

United Way Campaign. Thank you! 

Grandview & Northview
Middle Schools on the Move!
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We are the
Academics, 
the Arts & 

the Athletics! 
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Time-Honored Tradition: 
HPS SPELLING BEE

2020 Winner--Rodrigo Ortiz-Chavez (Northview Middle)

And another
tradition--the

annual HPS Battle of
the Books!

 
Middle School

Winner--Grandview
Middle; and

Elementary School
Winner--

Jenkins Elementary!
21 



The students of Longview's music teacher,
Laura Beatty, recently experienced theatrical
training from professional guests, David
Townsend (L) and John "David" Brown, III
with the Green Room Community Theatre,
.The students learned about stage presence,
vocal control and performing for an audience!
While the Disney pilot production of Disney's
Peter Pan has been postponed, the cast
(above) looks forward to safely reuniting for
rehearsals! 

"Peter Pan" hopes to fly this fall!

(Left) Grandview Middle arts received a wonderful grant from Hickory
Playground! (R) Art students at Northview Middle created colorful masks!
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Thank you to the
HPS Education
Foundation for

the financial
grants provided

to our
educators!
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PROFESSIONAL  ACCOLADES!
Jana Kaylor

Rotary's Wilmer Jenkins
Teacher of the Year!

Anyea Gibson
Hickory Public Schools

Teacher of the Year!

This amazing media specialist at Oakwood
Elementary is on top of her game! An
enthusiastic teacher who is passionate about
literacy, technology, and children--Ms. Kaylor
earned an undergraduate degree in Education
from UNC-Charlotte and a Master's of Library
& Information Studies from UNC-G, 
Ms. Kaylor has served Oakwood since 2016
and previously spent 10 years in the classroom
at Costner Elementary. Wife and mom--she
enjoys reading, bike riding and watching
movies!  We are so proud of you and thankful
you are on the HPS Team!

Math and dance? Why not? Ms. Gibson engages
the academic and artistic balance with ease. A
math teacher at Viewmont Elementary for 12
years, Ms. Gibson earned her undergraduate
degree in Education from Lenoir-Rhyne University
and her Master's Degree in Education from ASU.
After classroom hours, she helps to coach the
Dance Team at Viewmont and she also works
part-time with Ann Freeman Dance Studio. Ms.
Gibson loves spending time with all her family
members--the many women who have influenced
her journey. She is also active with her church. 
We are so proud of you and thankful you are on
the HPS team!
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Susan Hux
Golden Apple Classified
Employee of the Year!

Eric Puryear
Hickory Public Schools
Principal of the Year!

 

More Accolades...

As a teacher assistant for the past 20 years, Ms. Hux
is regarded as a kind, nurturing and phenomenal
employee, according to her Principal, Terry Ashley. 
 Ms. Hux considers her students as part of her
extended family and she treats them like she wants
others to treat her own grandchildren. She sets the
bar high for other teacher assistants and they work
hard following her lead. She goes above and beyond
for her school family.  During free time, Ms. Hux
enjoys spending time with her family, especially her
granddaughters. She also enjoys trips to the beach
and to the mountains. We are so proud of you and
thankful you are on the HPS team!
 

Following his first year as Principal of Hickory Career &
Arts Magnet High School, Eric Puryear was selected by
his peers as the 2020-2021 HPS Principal of the Year.
A veteran educator, Puryear previously served Hickory
High as assistant principal and he has also worked in
Forsyth County, both as an assistant principal, teacher
and a head football coach. He earned his
undergraduate degree in Business Administration
from NC Central University and a Masters of Business
Administration from Southwest Baptist University in
addition to a School Administration Licensure from
A&T University. During his free time, Mr. Puryear
enjoys time with his family, playing golf,  exercising,
and teaching Sunday School. We are so proud of you
and thankful you are on the HPS team!
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...and then our lives changed.
The Coronavirus.

Stay-at-Home Executive Order, remote learning & learning
packages, masks, delivering meals to students,  social

distancing, Zoom conferences, parades, the "new" normal...
we are all in this together.

 HPS HOPE.

26 



REMOTE LEARNING--thank you K-64, our IT team, all teachers,
students & families for coming together during this new venture!

Honoring HPS Child Nutrition/Bus Drivers--HERO DAY! 
As of this print (6.22.20), the team has delivered over 186,850 meals since the
start of "stay-at-home." Thank you to these dedicated employees! And thank

you to Mike Johnson's Toyota for the HUGE donation that enabled HPS to buy
more food for our students!

Thank you to Mary Ann
Dore and "Sew Masks

Unifour" for the
wonderful donation of

masks! 
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We love
the chalk
messages
from our
students!



Graduation like none other!
Hickory Career & Arts Magnet High (HCAM)--

YOU DID IT! CLASS of 2020!
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Class of 2020
Hickory High

School
We wish you 

the best!
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What will your story be?
A message to graduates from 

HPS Superintendent, Dr. Robbie Adell

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to

understand more, so that we may fear less.”
                                                                                                            —Marie Curie

           30


