
 
NC Teaching Fellows during their stop at Hickory High School: Front row, seated (L-R):  Katie McLelland, Kayla Phillips, Ashley 
Bowen, Heather Hooker (back row, L-R): Dr. Ann Stalnaker, HHS principal, Jennifer Griffin, HPS curriculum specialist,  Matthew 
Renegar, Jeremy Bolding, Matthew Bradley, Dr. Denise Patterson, HPS chief academic advisor, Rebecca Tuttle, HHS assistant 
principal. 
 

NC Teaching Fellows Visit Hickory Public Schools 
Seven university students who participate in the North Carolina Teaching Fellows Program recently spent three days with 
Hickory Public Schools—exploring teaching opportunities at every grade level. In addition they learned about operations 
from behind-the-scenes including finance, accountability, technology, curriculum, child nutrition and more. 

The North Carolina Teaching Fellows Program was enacted by the NC General Assembly in 1986.  Acknowledging that 
the quality of education in our public schools is determined by the quality of our educators, this program has served as an 
ambitious teacher recruitment program, recruiting talented high school graduates into the teaching profession while 
helping them to develop leadership qualities such as visionary thinking and risk-taking.  

The Teaching Fellows Program has challenged students to see beyond the classroom and to think about the connections of 
education to the quality of life and the economic survival of our state. The program quickly became one of the most 
prestigious awards in North Carolina. Selected students were awarded approximately $26,000 to assist with their college 
tuition.  The NC Legislature cut the program two years ago, so the visit from this last group of NC Teaching Fellows was 
bitter-sweet. 

Representing three different universities including Appalachian State, Lenoir-Rhyne and Western Carolina, these seven 
teaching fellows, representing the final co-hort, remain optimistic about their chosen careers, in spite of legislative cuts to 
the NC Teaching Fellows Program and to public schools. 



According to Katie McLelland, a native of Hiddenite and a senior at Western Carolina who is majoring in special 
education (K-12), education has made a big impact on her life. “There are educators in my family—and I have always 
wanted to make a difference through teaching,” she said. “It’s sad what has happened with the cuts to public education, 
but my hope is that there will be the realization that our schools need to continue recruiting qualified teachers.” 

Kayla Phillips agrees. A native of Hudson and a senior at ASU with studies in math/science technology and elementary 
education, Phillips believes that cuts to education have been disheartening.  “But as future teachers, we are in it for the 
children. I want to give children the love of learning and help them to reach their full potential in their lives. We are really 
the generation to make the change,” said Phillips. 

“We’ve all experienced educators who have influenced, mentored and even served as parental figures—helping to mold 
us into who we are today,” said  Matthew Bradley, a native of Forest City and a senior at Western Carolina who is 
majoring in secondary social sciences. “I don’t believe that any legislation could ever be passed that will change that 
need,” he said.  

“No amount of legislation will change that I love children,” said Heather Brianna Hooker, a native of Mt. Airy and a 
secondary science education major at Lenoir-Rhyne. “I am entering one of the only professions where every child’s life is 
touched by a teacher,” she said. 

“I wanted to get into education at an early age,” said Jeremy Lee Bolding, a native of Valdese and a secondary social 
sciences major at Western Carolina. “Things look disheartening with the current decisions made in legislation, but it’s 
important to remember that politics change. Leadership will change. Policies change. But the needs of education and the 
need for good teachers and role models will never change,” said Bolding. “Education will always be relevant to the 
success of our society.” 

“Our society is always changing,” added Matthew Brady Renegar, a native of Statesville and a secondary mathematics 
education major at Lenoir-Rhyne. “With the state of our economy and country today, more and more children need role 
models and leaders to look up to,” said Renegar. “I believe it is the responsibility of all teachers to fill that place of 
leadership—at school and in society.” 

At the close of the three-day intensive visit with Hickory Public Schools, which was organized and led by Dr. Denise 
Patterson, HPS chief academic officer, the seven teaching fellows were even more convinced that they had chosen the 
right profession. Their enthusiasm for teaching was evident as they prepare to enter a career in education—without a 
second thought.   

Ashley Bowen, a native of Lincolnton and an elementary/special education major at Lenoir-Rhyne, offered a perspective 
summary from the teaching fellows: “Kids really never change. Even though there’s policy and laws that will continue to 
change based on state decisions, whether it’s the NC General Assembly or the NC Department of Public Instruction, the 
need for quality public education will always be there. We are all very excited and ready to serve the needs of our future 
students,” said Bowen. 
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