Hope Martin
Education:  I completed my Birth through Kindergarten and K through 6th undergraduate work at Lenoir-Rhyne College May, 2001.  I received my Birth through Kindergarten Masters May, 2007. 

Employment: I have been teaching Kindergarten at Southwest Elementary since August, 2001

 I believe strongly that we are lifelong learners. This is noticeable by studying the children in my care, updating my knowledge of the latest child development theory and research, and examining the implications for practice.  In order to do this I must continue with my own professional development.  I am always thinking about what I am doing and how it will foster my children’s development and produce real and lasting learning.

The theme in our classroom is the butterfly for a good reason.  The children come into our classroom like a caterpillar hungry for knowledge.   I wrap them in a cocoon (environment) of trust and respect that makes children feel secure and successful, where they spend the year developing cognitively, physically, socially, and emotionally.  I provide children with opportunities to explore their natural curiosity and interest through open-ended materials that children can use in many ways and that reflect the diversity of my class.  Learning takes place through a variety of centers that encourage different types of activities and expand the range of content the children are enticed to pursue.  My classroom offers children a vast range of learning activities to absorb content in different modes and make meaningful connections.  This is seen through opportunities for choice and self-directed play, problem-solving, cleaning up and taking care of individual needs, group activities in which I introduce key concepts and skills, indoor and outdoor play, socializing with peers and adults, and consolidating and reflecting on learning. It also builds upon what children already know and are able to do in order to strengthen their learning, higher order thinking skills, and creativity.  It also fosters their acquisition of new concepts and skills. I try to form a caring, genuine, and personalized relationship with every child, in order to tap into the child’s personality, strengths, weaknesses, and needs.   

This is sometimes hard to do with such a diverse group of kids.  At the end of the year with their self esteem and social skills intact, they are ready to emerge into a confident and healthy butterfly.  I could not see myself in another career, I get great satisfaction and personal fulfillment when a child has an “ah ha” moment.  Their little world is just starting to open up by learning to read and write, developing math skills, and making friends.  It is a privilege to share these moments with them and to help shape their future.

A child is like a butterfly in the wind.

Some can fly higher than others;

But each one flies the best it can.

Why compare one against the other?

Each one is different.

Each one is special.

Each one is beautiful.

