Mrs. Martino

World History HN Syllabus

322-5860 ext. 2231, Room 231

martinoma@hickoryschools.net
Course Description:  World History is a survey course that gives students the opportunity to explore and assesses human experiences and achievements through the study of the world’s greatest civilizations from ancient to contemporary times.  The study of these civilizations is the study of people: How they governed? How their basic beliefs impact their work? How they expressed themselves? A historical approach will be utilized by students to evaluate ways in which human beings organized their lives to answer continuing questions of survival and fulfillment. Additionally, the course is designed to develop the critical thinking skills necessary for the maintenance of a healthy democracy.  To this end, the class will emphasize reading and writing skills, how to use and analyze evidence to build arguments and how to discuss controversial issues in a setting where many different points of view exist.  This course is require for graduation.
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/2003-04/058ninthgrade 

Required Materials: 
· I recommend a 3 ring binder to keep your papers and notes in for this class.  (Students may use the same binder for another class’s work.) 

· Color pencils 

Bring these materials to every class!

My Expectations:

My expectations are very high.  I expect you to give your best in all of your work.  I do not like to hear or accept excuses as to why your work is not completed or why you don’t have a pencil or paper.  I would rather see results: turn in your work the next day for a late grade; borrow a pencil or paper from a classmate.  I expect you to make smart choices and do the appropriate thing at the appropriate time.  Participation in terms of active listening, note taking and oral participation will be vital to student success in this class.  Your class participation points will reflect this.  This class is considered to be a preparatory course for two and four year colleges and universities.   The conduct, methods, requirements and expectations of the class will reflect this.  Please be prepared to work hard, but never be afraid to ask for help!

The 3 R’s:
All rules in the student handbook will apply in this class.

1. Be Respectful – Respect all teachers and students, their ideas and opinions.  
2. Be Ready – Be on time and have all your materials ready for class. 
3. Be Responsible – You are ultimately responsible for your grade and your behavior in class.  If you complete your homework and turn it in on time, study for the tests, and do the appropriate thing at the appropriate time you will do well.
· You may not eat in class, however it is alright for you to have a water bottle if you would like.  This privilege will be taken away if trash is left on the floor of the classroom.  NO GUM!
Consequences:  For minor problems – talking out of turn, not coming to class prepared, class disruption, minor goofiness and the like:

· Step 1 – warning

· Step 2 – parent contact and student-teacher after class conference

· Step 3 – removal from the class

· Subsequent violations will be treated as major problems

For major problems – Violence or threats of violence, harassment, vandalism, racial or sexual epithets, defiance, cheating, repeated minor problems and others outlined in the conduct code – will result in immediate removal from class.

Continued disruptions and disorderly conduct will result in your ouster from the class, an automatic 10 point deduction in class participation and zeros for the day’s assignments.  

Grading Scale: 
Students will earn points for each assignment. Assignments will be graded on three criteria:  completion, accuracy, and quality.  The each assignment is worth the following points: 

Homework/Classwork: 20 points each

Current Events: 50 points (worth a project grade)
Quizzes: 20 points each 

Tests: 100 points each 

Project: 100 points each
Class Participation:  300 total points

Final Semester Grade: 

1Q = 37.5%, 2Q = 37.5%, Final = 25%

Tests = 40%
 Quizzes = 10%
     HW/Classwork = 10%
  
Projects = 20%         Class Participation =20%


Please be aware that the grading scale is subject to changes. 

· Please be aware that in my opinion an “A” means students have gone above and beyond the basic requirements and done exemplary work.  If you have done so you will receive an “A”, if you meet the basic requirements and turn in average work you will receive a “C”.

· I believe that test scores and grades are a private matter that should be kept between students and me.  As a result, I do not like to discuss test scores or grades in class.  If you ever have a question about your score see me before or after class or after school.

· I will accept late work up until 1 week after its due date, otherwise it’s a zero.  Please note all late work will receive no grade higher than a “C”.  This includes projects.
· Assignments may consist of some reading.  Reading should be done prior to class to facilitate knowledge and class discussions and to prepare for future information. 

· NO EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE GIVEN IN THIS CLASS!!!

· Remember this class is required for graduation but we DO NOT HAVE AN EOC.
Class Participation:
I expect all students to be actively engaged during lecture/discussion.  This means actively listening with your head up and a writing utensil in your hand.   Note-taking during lectures and discussions is mandatory.  Non-participation in this or other class activities will be considered defiance and insubordination.  I will provide instruction on how to take notes and what form they must take in class.

Speaking in front of a class can be a scary activity, especially when your audience is rude or inattentive.  Therefore, in this class, whenever a student is speaking before the class, all members of the audience (including the teacher) must be engaged in active listening.  Students, who talk, pass notes or put their heads down on their desks will lose points and face disciplinary action.  Sleeping in class will result in an automatic 5 point deduction from class participation.  

Each student will automatically receive 100 free points each 3 weeks for class participation.  Students who talk out of turn or at inappropriate time, waste class time or commit minor behavior offenses will get points deducted from their 100 points.  The purpose of class participation is to help ease the transition from one activity to the next and help students stay focus on the task at hand.  Remember we a trying to study the whole history of the world and therefore can not afford to waste time.  Class participation is the easiest points that students can earn in this class.  They essentially get 100 free points; worth 25% of their grades for doing what they are suppose to be doing at the appropriate time.  A daily catalogue of students’ behavior will be kept.

Example:  Gandalf was given 100 points at the beginning of the 3 weeks.  He actively listened, took notes, did not waste class time, speak out of turn or create minor behavior offenses during the 3 weeks.  Frodo was also given 100 points at the beginning of the 3 weeks.  During the next three weeks, he slept 2 days, wasted class time on 5 different occasions, talked out of turn 3 times and was unprepared for class 4 days.  Gandalf will receive 100 points while Frodo will receive 78.

Submission of minor assignments:  
Minor assignments will include maps, vocabulary, daily homework assignments and the like.  On the day a minor assignment is due, please place the completed assignment on your desk during journals at the beginning of class.  If it is not there by the time I come to your desk it is late.  I will briefly examine your assignment and give you a check if it is complete.  Incomplete assignments will not receive a check until they are completed.  After they are completed they will receive a check minus for lateness (-1).  Since these assignments are often useful study tools and part of your unit packets, they will be re-checked during notebook checks.  Most of the assignments will be given full credit if they are completed but not necessarily correct.  It is your responsibility to ask for help if you doubt any of your answers or do not understand the assignment.  Some assignments will be spot checked for correctness.  A list of minor assignments will be maintained in-class.  Each assignment will be worth five points apiece. If you are absent on the day a minor assignment is due, the assignment must be presented for grading before or after class on the first day of your return.  Every four minor assignment will be entered into the grade book for a grade of 20 total points.

Quizzes:

· Every class will begin with a daily quiz to review the materials discussed the previous day.  
· You will have approximately 8-10 minutes to review your notes from the previous day.
· Quizzes will consist of short answer questions and worth 20 points.
· Missed quizzes due to absences do not have to be made up, nor will you have to take the quiz on the day of your return.
· Missed quizzes due to tardiness will result in a zero for that quiz grade.
Formal Writing.    

There will be at least one formal paper assigned each quarter.  It is expected that all formal written work submitted adheres to the Chicago Style citation (http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html) and the writing guidelines I provided for you.  Formal written work includes analytical essays, document based argument papers and similar formally prepared items.   All formal writing will be identified as such in the instructions for that particular assignment.  For all formal written work, you will be given a due date and a date that is the last day papers will be accepted for a late grade.  No paper will be accepted past the final submission date for any reason, including excused absences.  I do not accept electronic submissions for final drafts of written work unless electronic submission is specifically requested in the instructions for the assignment.  Formal papers are considered projects.

Current Events: 

· Every Friday we will discuss current events.  Each individual student is required to turn in their own current event on the day that is assigned.

· Students must obtain their current events from a print source such as newspaper/magazine articles or an Internet news service from the week that is assigned to them. 

· On presentation days (Fridays), students are to turn in a two paragraph summary of the current event and a copy of the source (article).  

· The first paragraph is to be a summary of the story (who, what, when, where, why) and the second paragraph explains how the current event is related to the material discussed in class or why the story is historically significant.

· I am only interested in newsworthy events, not sports scores or obituaries.  Reports on stories that are insignificant will not be accepted.

· Each summary should include the following heading:  title of the article, author’s name, source, and date of the article.  Summaries that do not include this heading will receive a 5 point deduction.

Plagiarism and academic dishonesty:  Webster’s defines plagiarism as “the appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas and thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one’s original work.”  This includes directly copying the work of another without proper attribution as well as changing a few words to make it seem like your own writing.    I have a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism – don’t do it!  If you have any questions about plagiarism, please come see me.  Academic dishonesty includes copying work from another student, using notes on a closed notes exam and other forms of academic fraud.  Plagiarism or academic dishonesty in this class will result in a “0” grade on the assignment, an automatic office referral for a honor code violation and may lead to further disciplinary action from the school.  Your signature of the contract attached to this syllabus signifies your understanding and adherence to the school’s honor pledge.
Tardies: 

· You must be in class, in your seat with your materials ready to go and studying your notes for the daily quizzes when the bell rings, otherwise you are tardy.  

· We will follow the schools tardy policy stated in the student handbook.  If you are tardy, go to the office for a tardy slip.  Do not come to class without a tardy slip, you will not be admitted.

Absences:

· If you are absent from class it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and get it made up right away.  Check the Absent Work folder for your class for any missing work.  
· It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete all work from days they are absent.  Please do not ask me for information about days you have missed until you have checked the absent work folder.  

· If you miss the day of the test I expect you to make it up the day you get back unless you make other arrangements with me. IF YOU DO NOT, THEN YOUR GRADE WILL BE A ZERO! I have no tolerance for dragging out make up work. 

· Make up work and tests may only be done after school, not during class time.  

· You will have 3 days to make up a test and 1 week to make up missing work.  Anything after these times will be considered a zero or late.

Leaving Class:

· I do not like to have students leave class unless it is absolutely necessary.  If you must leave class then you will need a pass.  

· You will be provided with 8 hall passes for each quarter.  If you need to leave, complete one of your hall passes for me to sign.  Do this at an appropriate time.  No one leaves the first 15 minutes or last 15 minutes of class.

· If you don’t have your hall passes, you don’t leave the class! 

· Students will not be allow to leave class to see another teacher.

· You will have EXACTLY 5 minutes to take care of your business.  If you go over this time or abuse your privileges, you will loose all your passes for the quarter.

· Students who do not utilize any of their hall passes will receive 10 extra credit points added on to their lowest test score at the end of the quarter.

Available for Assistance:

· I will be available for help after school on Mondays to Fridays until 4:00 unless I have a meeting.

· Progress reports will be sent home approximately every three weeks.  These reports are a form of parent contacts; please ask to see your child’s every 3 weeks. 

· I encourage parents to contact me with questions regarding their student’s progress in my class.  The easiest way to contact me is by emailing me at my school account (martinoma@hickoryschools.net).  I will usually respond to parent emails within 48 hours.






