Dear parents and guardians,
Several parents have asked me about how they can help their child at home. I decided the best way to do this would be to compile a list for the three main subjects (reading, writing, and math) and send it home with everyone. Below are things that are on the grading rubrics or ideas you can use with your student. If you have any questions regarding any of these, please let me know. Thanks for being supportive and interested in your child’s education.
Thank you,

Ms. Smishko

Writing: (These are topics right off the rubric)

1. Punctuation used correctly (periods, exclamation marks, questions marks, etc.)

2. Using capitals at the beginnings of sentences (not in the middle of words) and for important words such as names, holidays, months, etc. 

3. Being able to write more then one sentence on a single idea. (Staying on topic)

4. Write high frequency words correctly. (The words on the word ring)

5. Spaces between words.

6. The picture they draw needs to go with what they write.

7. Use correct letter formation – meaning write letters correctly.

Writing Ideas to use at home:

1. After you go somewhere (grocery store, library, bank, etc.) have your child write about what they did, what they saw, etc.

2. Give them a topic at home and write about it together. (ex. “Write about your favorite food and why.”)

3. Give your child a sample writing with mistakes and have them find the mistakes and correct them. 

Math:  Things your child needs to be able to do for the first math test.(End of quarter)

1. Matching numbers to objects
2. Writing numbers least to greatest

3. Counting objects

4. Recognizing numbers

5. Read a number and draw that many objects

6. Patterns

7. Recognize numbers 1-30

Math ideas for home:

1. Give your child a calendar and ask them to find different numbers.

2. Tell your child a number and have them draw that many objects.

3. While in the car, count how many (signs, cars, trucks, trees, etc.) you see.

4. Give your child a number and have them write it.

5. Show your child 3-4 numbers, not in order, and have them put them in order from least to greatest.

Reading:

1. Read a book EVERY night (if the books we send home are too easy/hard, please let me know. We want to make sure we are sending home the correct books.)

2. Continue to go over the words on the word ring. If you cannot find your list of activities for those cards, let me know and I will send home another one.

3. Have your child read when they’re in the car (road signs, billboards, etc.)

4. When you go to the grocery store, have your child read anything they can (cereal boxes, soup cans, chips, anything that has words on it.)

