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February 2010 Newsletter


We have ended the month of January with a bang and are hitting the ground running (or sledding) with February.  Thank you so much to all the parents who were able to come to the 2nd Quarter Quarterly Assembly.  It was truly impressive to see our classmates be recognized for all their hard work!  
     On February 5th, our Paw Power award winners will be enjoying Blizzard treats.  Make sure you dress warm!  This is a great way to be recognized for great character!

Reading


We have just started our new Open Court Unit, The Birth of a New Country.  We will be reading several selections which will help us to better understand how the United States of America was formed.  We will continue to use the strategies used in the first theme, drawing conclusions, making inferences, author’s point of view, compare and contrast, author’s purpose, and sequence.  We will also continue to study the parts of speech.  
Your child should be bringing home a spelling list each week with spelling words to learn from the selection we are reading that week.  The tests are every Friday, so please encourage your child to study.   (On our classroom resources page, you will find a link to All Unit 4 Spelling and Vocabulary words).
Independent Reading 

Reading Logs and Accelerated Reader

Students will continue to read at home independently for 60 minutes each night.  We have started a new reading log form that needs to be completed and signed by a parent each week.  These will be given out on Mondays and expected to be completed and turned in on the following Monday.  This will promote responsibility and count as a weekly grade for Reading.

Math


In math, we are ending our study on  FRACTIONS!  I have been very pleased with the amount and quality of work that has been done with fractions.  Students have been learning some very difficult concepts and we have had tremendous success.  It is essential that your child continue to complete their nightly homework.  There are so many rules to remember and they become easier with consistency!  We will begin geometry as soon as our study of fractions is complete.
     Multiplication and division will also be areas that we revisit on a daily basis to keep our skills sharp.  Some students continue to struggle with basic multiples and dividing.  We will continue to work on word problems and strategies to solve those word problems.  You child should be showing their work for each math problem they solve.  This helps me to see where they are making their mistakes, so hopefully they won’t make the same mistake twice.  Please continue to practice multiplication facts and multiplying numbers, especially decimals.  Another area to continue practicing is adding and subtracting decimals.  We will continue to work on this in class as well.


Science

     We have completed our unit on weather.  Students have some amazing Weather Brochures they have been working on and we plan to share these on Friday, February 5th.  We will be taking a look at Force and Motion.  Students will identify the 3 Laws of motion as well as several key vocabulary terms.  We will also continue to study for our End of Grade tests.

Social Studies


We are excited to continue to use the USA Weekly Studies Newspaper.  This is an awesome newspaper format of our Social Studies Curriculum which we will use as a guide to learn about Explorers up to the year 1880.  Your child has read about history up to the end of the Revolution and we are concentrating on the Constitution  and the first presidency of our nation and heading into the War of 1812 and the Industrial Revolution.  These newspapers are a great source and your child may even find a historical person of interest to research for their Wax Museum project due in April.
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