Senior Year Calendar 

The junior year in particular is crucial, with students beginning to make decisions that will affect the rest of your lives, and you will find themselves juggling a multitude of deadlines and responsibilities in addition to the festivities and excitement of your final year of high school. Counselors will likewise find your plates full as you guide your college-bound students toward collegiate success. But all parties involved can avoid becoming overwhelmed and stay organized and ahead of the game by mapping out a plan of attack for the coming year.
Stay Focused on the following:

· Grades

· Course Selections

· Extracurricular Activities

· PSAT

· SAT & ACT

· Strong relationships with counselors and teachers

· College choices

· Campus visits
September
· Update your CFNC account.

· Explore the Common Application process for Undergraduate admissions at www.commonapp.org 

· Determine which schools don’t have online applications and request paper applications as necessary.

· Meet with any visiting college representatives. Go to college fairs. Continue to visit colleges and do online virtual tours.

· You should register for and take the SAT/ACT if you haven’t already or if you were unhappy with your original scores.

· Begin requesting letters of recommendation.

· You and your counselors should consider creating a “master calendar” of all your application and financial aid deadlines.

· Review transcript and make sure everything is accurate.

· You should note the deadlines for any schools you’re applying to Early Decision or Early Action -- these dates will come very quickly.

· Take on leadership roles and be as involved as possible in extracurricular activities.

· Begin thinking about essay topics.

· Continue to focus on grades. You must remember that your final transcripts will be sent to the schools to which you’re accepted.

October
· Submit Early Action/Early Decision applications.

· Start writing essays.

· Continue to attend college fairs and college nights.

· If distance permits, you should visit your top choice schools. If you’re too far away, you should visit the schools’ websites, do virtual tours, and communicate with admission and financial aid representatives.

· Maintain an organized folder for each school.

· Find out what financial aid forms each school requires, note the deadlines, and begin gathering the information that will be required.

· If required, begin working on video auditions, portfolios, writing samples, and other application supplements.

· Students & counselors should work together to ensure transcripts & test scores will be sent to the schools.

· Start looking over the FAFSA (www.fafsa.ed.gov) and get a pin number from www.pin.ed.gov.
November
· Continue working on applications and ensure all deadlines will be met. Be sure to make copies of everything.

· Follow up with everyone who wrote letters of recommendation and ensure the letters will be sent on time and to the correct schools.

· Finalize essays. Scrutinize them carefully, get second opinions, and re-write as necessary.

December
· If not already done, you and your parents should get your FAFSA pin numbers. Parents should file your taxes as soon as possible after January 1.

· Start wrapping up applications.

· Continue searching for scholarships and grants.

· Notification of admission decisions for Early Decision and Early Action applications generally arrive in December or January.

January
· Parents should file your taxes as soon as possible, and you should file the FAFSA as soon as possible thereafter.

· Go to any financial aid nights/events available.

· Continue to focus on grades -- you still count.

· If required, send first semester transcripts to schools.

· Finalize any applications not already submitted.

February
· Note the dates of upcoming AP exams and begin studying for them.

· Once you have filed your FAFSA, you can start watching for your Student Aid Report (SAR) and review it for accuracy.

· Review all applications and make sure all required materials have been submitted and all deadlines have been met.

· Continue searching and applying for scholarships and grants.

· It’s courteous to send thank-you notes to anyone who sent a letter or recommendation or helped in the application process in some way.

March
· Admissions decisions will start coming in. You should work with your parents and college counselors to rank your options and evaluate any wait lists.

· Look for summer jobs and volunteer opportunities.

· If you have been accepted to more than one school and are unsure of which to attend might consider visiting or re-visiting the campuses to help in making your decision.

April
· Once financial aid packages start coming in from each school, review and compare them.

· You should decide on the school you’ll attend by accepting and declining offers as necessary and sending any required deposits, usually by May 1.

· Note orientation, registration, and other important dates and deadlines for the upcoming school year.

· Even at this point, continue to look for scholarships and grants.

· Don’t lose focus -- finish the school year with strong grades.

May
· Finalize summer plans.

· You should analyze your financial situation and work on a budget for your first year of college. Save money from summer jobs.

· Get ready for graduation!

Summer
· Work and continue saving money for college.

· You should attend orientation and any other activities for incoming freshmen.

· Shop for dorm furnishings and make a list of things to pack.

· Find and connect with future roommates.

· Stay sharp by reading challenging books, brushing up on math skills, and maintaining proficiency in any foreign languages taken in high school.

· Relax, travel if possible, and spend time with friends and family. The next four years will be a busy and exciting whirlwind!

