
 

Important Dates 
 

June 1 

PTA Board Meeting - 

9am 
 

June 4 

Kindergarten Presenta-

tion at 1:30 
 

June 9 

K-2 Awards Day at 9:30 

3-4 Awards Day at 1:30 
 

June 10 

5th Grade Awards Day, 

Performance and 

Graduation at 10 

Last Day for Students 

Report Cards Sent 

Home 
 

Community Support 

Wrap-Up 
 

Thanks to Restaurant 

Night Fundraiser Sup-

porters! This year, over 

$1,700 was raised by the 

restaurant fundraisers to 

be used by the general 

PTA budget to support 

PTA programs. A special 

thanks to all the families 

who came out to sup-

port these events and 

especially to our restau-

rant partners: 

     Salsarita's 

     McDonald's 

     Firehouse Subs 

     Papa John's 

     Atlanta Bread Co. 

     DaVinci's 
 

Thanks also go to our 

community supporters - 

over $600 was raised by 

Harris Teeter and 

Target this year. 

Jenkins PTA News 
June 2010            Vol. 13, No. 10 

Hello Jenkins’ Parents! 
Hard to believe we are about to wind down another school year.  

What a great year it has been.  As Marsha Diamonti and Suzanne 
Einfalt pass the PTA torch onto us, we are both excited and enthusi-

astic about the upcoming school year in the fall.  They will be a hard 
act to follow, but we look forward to working with the great parents 
and teachers of Jenkins Elementary to make it another successful 

year. 
 

We have a strong, energetic board in place.  The 2010-2011 PTA 
board is as follows:  Co-presidents Beth Ansley and Kelley Smith, Co-
vice presidents Kristin Stober and Rhonda Nichols, Treasurer Rox-

anne Lineberger, Secretary Constance Snyder, Board Members at 
Large Beth Cochrane and Elizabeth Hollenack. 
 

We feel confident that with your help we will all be able to get a lot 
done for Jenkins’ students and faculty.  With the proposed budget 

cuts for our school district, it is going to be vital that we have 100% 
participation from every parent and teacher.  Let’s get ready for a 
fantastic year.  If you have any questions or suggestions for PTA 

please get in touch with us.  Have a great summer. 
 

Sincerely,  
Beth Ansley and Kelley Smith  
PTA Co-Presidents, 2010-2011 Email: jnkpta@hickoryschools.net 

 

JEST Walkathon A Success!             Submitted by Kristin Stober 
The JEST walkathon was another great success. Thanks to all the energetic 
students, teachers and volunteers we were able to walk to Key Largo Flor-
ida!! A total of 816 miles were completed on the day of May 7th. Thanks to 
Jeff Boggs the ice and water was always cold and ready to be poured into 
cups. Thanks to Shane Cooper for keeping the students moving with the 
music to listen to as they pounded the pavement!! Thanks to all the moms 
and dads, relatives and friends for coming out to support the students in 
an inspiring day for physical fitness.  
 
We had over $1500 in pledges turned in for the walkathon.  Dillon Moore, 
Sam Harrington, Ben and Joey Hollenack were able to collect over a 
$100 in pledges. The JEST t-shirts were worn by every student and Jen-
kins staff; thanks to all of our sponsors for contributing so generously. The 
T-shirt design contest winners were Morgan Anderson in 4th grade; her 
creative Jenkins running shoes were featured on the front and Ashley 
Rojo in 2nd grade, her inspiring Jest drawing was featured on the back of 
the t-shirt. The finalists for the drawing contest were Charlotte Simmons, 
Mac Johnson, Emma Salyards for grades 3 – 5, and Caylan Haygood and 
Madison Sellers for K – 2 grade. I want to again thank all the volunteers 
for coming out that day to help make it a wonderful experience for all the 
students and staff at Jenkins Elementary School.  

 

Have a Brain Blast 
at BrainWorks this 

Summer! 
 

BrainWorks Summer Camps are so much fun, you will forget you  
are learning!  Old favorites along with new camps create fun and 

learning for all in grades K through 12.  Some to choose from: 

Chocolate Math Lab Å American Girl Doll Reading & Drama 

Slime, Goo & You: Reading & Writing Å Multiplication Madness & Division 

Dreams Å Study Skills Å Fiesta Cantina: Spanish Language & Culture Å 
Pirates, Rascals & Scalawags: Read and Write  

7 Habits of Highly Effective TEENS Å Mind Odyssey Å Pre Algebra &  

Algebra Readiness Å Kaplan SAT prep 
Many moreé see our website for all courses, pricing and dates 

 

 

hickory3@brainworkslearningcenter.com 

www.brainworkslearningcenter.com 

Jenkins Elementary School Summer Reading Program  
The PTA and the Jenkins faculty are encouraging all students to continue  
reading during the summer break!  It’s easy to participate!   
 

V Simply read books that you own, borrow from friends, or check-out from the 
public library (Jenkins Library will not be open). 

V Fill-in the Jenkins reading log. 
V Bring your reading log to your new teacher on “Meet the Teacher” Day or the first day of school. 
V In September (date TBD), enjoy an ice cream party compliments of the PTA just for participating! 

 

Students will receive a packet with information on the Summer Reading Program at the Hickory 
Public Library (Patrick Beaver and Ridgeview Libraries), a Barnes and Noble Summer Reading Pro-
gram, and also the Jenkins Summer Reading Program.  Don’t forget there is a link on the Jenkins’ 
Media Center website to a master list of Jenkins Accelerated Reading titles which might be helpful to 
you.  This is just to get you started and by no means restricts your choices in any way!  Enjoy your 
summer break and HAVE FUN READING! 
 

Every Season is Flu Season:  Protect Yourself!   Provided by Catawba Valley Medical Center 
Catawba County Public Health is offering free H1N1 flu shots this summer.  Why?  According to the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), H1N1 flu activity in the U.S. is expected to continue throughout 
the summer months.  Families planning to travel or send children to summer camp may experience 
an increased potential for exposure to the virus, which is spread from person to person through 
coughing, sneezing or touching contaminated objects. 
 

The CDC recommends vaccination as the most important way to prevent H1N1 flu.  Because chil-
dren are at greater risk of severe complications from H1N1 flu, the CDC encourages vaccination for 
children age 6 months and older.   While anyone can catch the flu, others who are at greater risk of 
flu complications include adults over age 65, pregnant women, and individuals with a weakened im-
mune system or certain chronic illnesses.  If you or your loved ones have not yet received the 2009 
H1N1 vaccine, talk with your family physician or contact Catawba County Public Health to schedule 
your free flu shot appointment.  Please call (828) 695-5800 for more information, or visit the health 
department’s website at www.catawbacountync.gov/phealth. 

Summer Camps 
Half Day 8am- 1pm or 1-6pm or Full Day 8am- 6pm 
Gymnastics, Dance, Cheer, Martial Arts, & Tumbling 

Call NOW to Register!  
 

Cheer Energy All Stars! 
Call for Cheerleading Tryouts Info 

 

After School 

Program  

2010-2011 
Sign up now! LIMITED Spots 

Available 

Foothills Gymnastics 
920 29th Ave NE  

Hickory, NC 
(828) 328-3794 

office@foothillsgym.com 
www.foothillsgym.com 

Register by 
June 10 for $5 

OFF Camp  
Enrollment 

BrainWorks 
Learning Center 
Highway 127 in 

Viewmont 
324.2140 



The PTA fundraising efforts involving the PTA Board, the committee chairs, all of our Jenkins’ fami-
lies, and members of the community have been highly successful allowing the organization to pro-
vide the following for our students: 
 

¶ PTA provided each certified classroom teacher with an allocation of $200.00 to purchase in-
structional resources and materials.  Special area teachers including art, PE and the media 
coordinator received a budget ranging from $600.00 to $1,000.00 to enhance their instruc-
tional programs. 

¶ PTA funds provided student planners for the 2009-10 year. 
¶ PTA funds provided the opportunity for all students to participate in learning activities 

through the use of a giant National Geographic floor map North America.   
¶ PTA funds provided a six month supply of laser ink cartridges for the Accelerated Math pro-

gram. 

 
Volunteering 
PTA has been a driving force in recruiting and coordinating volunteers to enhance the academic and 
social programs for all students.  Our PTA has the shared objectives to… 

¶ inform all volunteers of school policies, procedures, and expectations to ensure a safe and 
orderly learning environment.  

¶ align individual adult strengths, interests, and talents with student needs. 
¶ effectively train all tutors in specific strategies and best practices to ensure desired outcomes 

for students.  
 

Margaret Langford Hickory Public Schools Teacher of the Year  

Mrs. Margaret Langford is honored to have been chosen as the 2009-2010 Hickory Public Schools 
Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. Langford is a true inspiration to all students and teachers!  Mrs. Langford 
will now compete for the Regional Teacher of the Year.   
 
A Farewell to Staff Members  

The close of each school year is bitter sweet as we say good-bye to friends and colleagues heading 
out the door for a summer break.  At the close of this school year we will say good-bye to Betsy Ogle, 
retiring after 26 years of teaching with 22 years of service with Hickory Public Schools.  We will also 
say farewell to Mrs. Karen Taylor who was a wonderful addition to the staff this year.  These ladies 
have each inspired the lives of numerous children and have been not just a colleague, but a friend.  
 

During the summer  

The supply lists for the 2010-2011 school year, summer reading lists, and forthcoming important 

dates will be listed on the Jenkins website. 
 
With the end of the school year, I feel a bit of nostalgia as our 5th graders move to another school, 
our kinders are going to 1st grade, and with a sense of satisfaction I notice that all the students have 
grown, not only in stature, but also intellectually and socially.   
 
I extend to each of our Jenkins’ families my heartfelt appreciation for your support throughout this 
school year, and I wish each of you a pleasant, fun-filled, safe summer!  I look forward to working 
with you again next year.  See you in August! 
 

Sincerely,   
  

Stephanie Dischiavi, Principal  

Mark Your June Calendar  

June 1    K-5 Enrichment &/or Remediation  
June 2    K-5 Enrichment &/or Remediation  
June 3    K-5 Enrichment &/or Remediation  
June 4    K-5 Enrichment &/or Remediation  

   EOG 5th grade Science Re-test 
    Kindergarten Presentation 1:30 in gym 
June 7    K-5 Enrichment &/or Remediation  

   EOG Reading Re-test 
June 8    K-5 Enrichment &/or Remediation  

   EOG Math Re-test 
June 9    K-5 Enrichment &/or Remediation  

   EOG Math Re-test 

   K-2 Award’s Day 9:30  
    3rd & 4th grade Award’s Day 1:30  
June 10  5th Grade Award’s Day / Graduation / Performance 10:00  
    Last Student Day – 3:00 dismissal  
    Report Cards Sent Home 

* WARNING:  The cafeteria will be serving Uncrustables, peanut butter & jelly, on the last day of school.  If 
your child has a peanut allergy please be sure to pack a lunch from home and notify your child’s classroom 
teacher.  
 
State Budget Crisis Will Bring Financial Obstacles for all NC Schools  

All too often you hear educators speak of the “budget crisis” and the impact of financial hardships for school 
districts, teachers, and most importantly, students.  We are facing astonishing reductions in the State, Fed-
eral, and Local budgets that will consequently impact the total operating budget.  With a projected loss $3.3 
million in state cuts over two years, individual schools are anticipating significant losses in instructional funds 
used to purchase nearly 90% of all instructional resources.  With uncertain student enrollment and a budget 
that threatens teacher and support staff allocated positions, we are hoping to avoid a reduction in force.  I 
strongly encourage you to stay informed of the Federal, State, and Local budgets to build a better understand-
ing of how budget reductions impact the Jenkins community. HPS Budget Update and Projections 2009-2011 
is an informative PowerPoint you can review from the HPS main web page at http://www.hickoryschools.net. 
 
The success of any school is never independent of community and parental support.  However, given the 
budget concerns, we need you more than ever!  Although this year is coming to a close, I encourage you to 
ponder a personal commitment to Jenkins for the upcoming school year.  We need your financial support that 
can begin with purchasing a PTA membership at the opening of the 2010-2011 school year and continue 
through your participation in all fundraisers.  Teachers and students need your support in the classrooms by 
serving as a tutor, mentor, or simply offering your time to assist with clerical duties.   
 

Parent / Teacher Association ð How does your organization help?  

Our Jenkins’ PTA is an ongoing support to our school in many varied and important ways.  The PTA officers, 
committee chairs, and members have efficiently initiated and implemented school activities and programs that 
have benefited all of our students both academically and socially.  The PTA has supported our staff by provid-
ing funds to purchase extra instructional tools or materials for their classrooms, advocating for teachers and 
staff in the community to recruit financial support and volunteers, and by hosting appreciation luncheons.   
 
Fundraising 
The Jenkins PTA has traditionally provided sound financial support to assist with school related needs and 
has committed to serving as the main fundraising source for Jenkins Elementary.  In doing so, teachers and 
students can focus their efforts and attention on academics without being troubled with the responsibilities 
and duties that accompany promotional fundraisers.  PTA managing all fundraisers also lessens the frequency 
of families being burdened with the requests for financial contributions while providing an opportunity for 
teachers, parents and students to collaborate in prioritizing what is best for Jenkins.    

   M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r i n c i p a l           M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r i n c i p a l   


