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 Thank you  
to HPS  


Bus Drivers! 
 
 
 
 
PHOTO ID (L-R): 
Front: Latoya Norwood, Robin 
McCluney, Norma Gaither 
2nd: Jessica Shuford, Summer Ste-
phens, Diedre Ijames, Sylvia Price, 
Carl Dresden 3rd: Joann Purus, 
Elaine Seaver, Renric Pope  
Back: Mike Scott, Hal Boliek,  
Johnny Cowans  
Not Pictured: Doris Bolick, Keith 
Herman, Joan Hickman, Roger 
Boles, Braiden Waite, Shelley 
Hughes, Lisa Jarvis, Teresa Phillips, 
Dwayne Swayne, Laurie Tallon, Ka-
ren Downs, Judy Wittcop, Cristy 
Medley, Wakenda Steed, John Eng-
lish, Ryan Pegarsch, Mitzi Powell 


Bus drivers can set the tone for a student’s entire day—give them en-
couragement and a smile that multiplies with a hopeful spirit. All of this, 
while maintaining discipline and driving a school bus! Please remember 
to thank a bus driver every week of the year! 
 
HPS currently employs 23 regular route drivers and 5 substitute drivers  
Our school busses roll 207,716 miles each school year, transporting an 
average of 1,723 students daily. 
 
According to Renric Pope, the HPS transportation coordinator, the great-
est challenges for the drivers include staying focused while maintaining 
control, and certainly driving accident free each school year. “Our great-
est rewards,” says Pope, “is to have students smile! We sincerely appre-
ciate their words of ‘thank you’ and we love their hugs.” 
 
The  driver with the longest years of service is Elaine Seaver who has 
driven for a total of 47 years with 39 of those years serving Hickory Pub-
lic Schools.  
 
Thank you to all HPS bus drivers for keeping our students safe! 







Grandview Middle 
Wins Lowes Tool Box 


Grant! 


(Above)  Longview students win awards 
at NC State JR. Beta Conven on!  
Vanessa Ramirez Soto-1st ELA Academic test; 
Elizabeth Tlanepantla-Lopez 1st Science Academic test; 
Preston Lewis-1st Sketch Visual Arts; 1st Scrapbook: 
Vanessa Ramirez Soto, Byron Phillips, and Elizabeth 
Tlanepantla-Lopez.  Students are joined by sponsors 
Lora Snider and Caroline Walker. 


(Le ) Jennifer Love is the HPS Excep on-
al Children Teacher of Excellence!  Ms. 
Love has served HPS since August 1996 as a speech-
language pathologist—currently serving K-12th grades 
at Viewmont, Grandview and HHS. She is also the  
director /choreographer for the Viewmont Dance team, 
the administrator  for the school’s website and she 
serves on multiple other committees.  Principal Jeff 
Hodakowski says, “Ms. Love’s caring personality and 
knowledge truly help to make a difference. I have seen 
great growth in the children she serves!” 


The Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation has awarded a 
$54,500 Lowe’s Toolbox for Education® grant to Grandview Middle 
School for a technology upgrade. Grandview is one of 593 schools across 
the United States to be awarded the annual Lowe’s Toolbox for Education 
grant . 
 
The project, “Connected Classrooms: An Interactive Focus on Learning,” 
will provide interactive Mimio projectors for twenty classrooms. These 
projectors mount on the wall above an existing whiteboard, turning it into 
an interactive whiteboard that communicates with the classroom computer.  
 
The grant proposal was submitted  to Lowes by Grandview’s Media Coor-
dinator, Vanessa Lail (seen here with her principal, Aaron Joplin). “We 
are so grateful for Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation’s sup-
port in providing our students with the modern, engaging learning experi-
ences they deserve,” said Lail. 


Congratulations to Vanessa Lail on this honorable achievement—and to 
Grandview Middle School for this huge step forward in technology! 







 
 16 members of HCAM’s Beta Club recently attended 


the State Beta Convention in Greensboro. 
 
 Our 1st whole school production of Into the Woods will 


be held on May 11th at the SALT block. 
 
 HCAM’s senior class has so far been awarded with over 


$119,000 in scholarships. 
 
 HCAM is still accepting applications from incoming 9th 


graders for the 2017-2018 school year. 


HCAM spotlight 
submi ed by Alex 
Ward,  HCAM 
teacher &  
Communica ons 
Liaison 


HCAM  
Update 







Southwest Elementary  
celebrates the Color Run  
Kick-Off & an evening of  
special memories, the  


Father-Daughter Dance! 
 


(Southwest Spotlight submitted by Laura Williams, 
Southwest teacher  & Communications Liaison) 
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