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Students witness
key moments in civil
rights movement

BY JOHN BAILEY
ibailey@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY
lack History Month came to life for
B students at Oakwood Elementary
School on Wednesday when they
were entertained and educated by the
Bright Star Touring Theatre company’s
performance of “Let it Shine: The Ameri-
can Civil Rights Movement.”

Martin Luther KingJr., Elizabeth Eckford
and Rosa Parks all stepped out of the past
and told their stories about the civil rights
movement between the years of 1955-68.

The subject and performances had
a clear impact on many of the third-
through fifth-graders in the audience.

Oakwood Elementary fifth-grader Quinn
Mullis was moved to ask why people were
afraid of each other during the civil rights
movement in America; and why was there
prejudice?

“Iwas just wondering because now
people come together, but I was wonder-
ing if they were scared of them,” Mullis
said. “Sometimes, T know in the past in
history people were scared of people and
that's why they would beat them and so [
was just wondering if there was a reason
why they hated people so much.”

Third-grader Aizen Nguyen had an

See HISTORY, Page 9A
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Oakwood Elementary School students watch as actress Camille Upshaw of Bright Star Theater plays the role of Martin Luther
King Jr. after King's home was bombed during the civil rights movement.

Above, actress Camille
Upshaw portrays Rosa
Parks as she refuses

to give up her seat as
bus driver James Blake,
played by actor Mark
Sherlock, orders her

to move to the back of
the bus. At left, Upshaw
portrays Elizabeth
Eckford, a 15-year-old girl
who was denied entry
in 1957 to Little Rock
Central High School in
Arkansas because she
was black.

Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

History

equally introspective question for the
actors. He wanted to know who created
segregation.

“I don’'t understand why they made
segregation against black people. It just
makes no sense,” Nguyen said. “I liked
when Martin Luther King (Camille Up-
shaw) did the speeches.”

Jenkins and Oakwood Elementary
schools worked together to write a grant
to help pay for Bright Star Theatre’s visits.
The City of Hickory Community Rela-
tions Council covered the grant. The idea
was sparked by Jenkins Elementary Par-
ent-Teacher Association mother, Aman-
da Hamm, who was already familiar with
the production.

“We're excited for our students to have
this opportunity and liked that we could
select the shows we wanted,” Jenkins
Principal Ryan McCreary said.

His school asked for the “Meet Dr.
King” and “Struggle for Freedom: The
Life of Dr. King” shows.

“Both offer information on the Civil
Rights movement and ties in nicely with
Black History Month and promoting
concepts of leadership,” McCreary said.

Oakwood Elementary Principal Jenni-
fer Griffin said it would be difficult if not
impossible to bring this kind of produc-
tion to her students without help.

“We're approached a lot about bringing
performances to school and we have to
be very selective because of limited fund-
ing,” Griffin said. “We also want to make
sure we're emphasizing the content, the
curriculum, in giving students something
worthwhile.”

Clise Plant is the Chair of the City of
Hickory Community Relations Council
and was excited when she saw the grant
proposal submitted to the council. The
Parent Teacher Associations from both
schools also helped fund the production.

“This coincides with our mission state-
ment in promoting diversity around the
city,” Plant said. “What better way to
have kids involved with a performance
because you can read about this stuff
but it's also a great thing to see it in this
fashion.”

Plant said she hopes the Bright Star
productions at Oakwood and Jenkins
will be the first step to bringing it and
its message on Civil Rights to other city
schools in the future.

Bright Star Touring Theatre is a nation-
al, professional touring-theatre company
based in Asheville and focuses on liter-
ary, curriculum and character-education
based performances.

The theatre group’s show in Hickory
was designed to provide an honest and
accessible portrayal of the American
struggle for Civil Rights, according to a
Bright Star press release. The Freedom
Riders, ‘Bombingham,” the Montgomery
bus boycott, and the March on Washing-
ton are just a few of the key events that
will unfold before the audience.

Actors Camille Upshaw and Mark Sher-
lock played all the roles in the produc-
tion at Oakwood Elementary.

“It’s nice to be that one to teach and to
bring these things into schools because
I think it's very important for all children
to know what this country was built on,”
Upshaw said. “I've witnessed so many
kids learning so many new things over
the past month.”

Both actors do extensive research to
make sure their portrayals of historic
figures were as accurate as possible.

“Any time I've gotten the chance to
work with kids or feel like you're reaching
out to the community, making a larger
impact, that’s something to pursue,”
Sherlock said.

Black History Month, or National
African-American History Month, grew
out of the Negro History Week organized
by Harvard-trained historian, Carter G.
Woodson in 1925. His hope was to raise
awareness of African-American’s con-
tributions to civilization, according to
africanamericanhistorymonth.gov.

The Black Awakening of the 1960s dra-
matically expanded the consciousness of
African-Americans about the importance
of black history, and the Civil Rights
movement focused Americans of all
color on the subject of the contributions
of African-Americans to the country’s
history and culture.

The celebration was expanded to a
month in 1976, during the nation’s bicen-
tennial.
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Bright Star Theatre Touring Company
bringing Black History Month alive
at Jenkins and Oakwood Elementary Schools!




Coordinator & Communications Liaison

Northview Middle works to W.I.N.!

W.LN. Is...

- Protected 50 minute instructional block once - Critical Thinking Enhancement

per week
- Collaborative

- Small group focus (12-15 students)
- Student Advisory Program

- Facilitated by all staff members
- Induded in formal teacher observations

- Student driven
- Outcome based guided by posted learning

- Academic Intervention: skill specific & targets
conceptual based remediation &/or
enrichment

- Subject to student and staff accountability
measures

- Social / Emotional Intervention: Exploration

of individual strengths/weaknesses, goal

setting

F - ilfg\.

A~ PRy

-
\ A
- & "- )
"





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



